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A first part deals with the structure, functions, and classification 
of plants. Beginning with the seed and its germination, this part 
treats comparatively of the various organs of seed plants as regards 
their gross anatomy,- histology, and physiology, then considers various 
types of cryptogams, and finally outlines the evolutionary history of 
the vegetable kingdom. Following this comes a part devoted to 
ecology, which ends with a brief discussion of the causes of organic 
evolution. The last third of the book consists of a key and flora in 
which are described nearly seven hundred species of plants available 
for study in the springtime. A Handbook for the Use of Teachers is 
published separately. This includes sixty-two pages of practical 
suggestions and references supplementary to the numerous direc- 
tions for observations, experiments, and extra reading which are 
given in the- text-book itself. 

The book abounds in fresh, interesting facts illustrating the prin- 
ciples discussed. These, too, are presented in a way to be intel- 
ligible and significant to young people. It will lead them to many 
intellectual delights. 

Comparatively few errors have been noticed, and these are for the 
most part such as will be readily detected by teachers who use the 
book. They may be misled, however, by the unqualified adoption 
of the calyx-adnate theory of inferior ovaries given in Chapters XV 
and XVIII. To say the least, this complicated view of the morphology 
of many flowers and fruits is open to serious question. The modern 
view which regards an inferior ovary simply as one imbedded in the 
torus accords much better with what is known of the development 
of flowers, and avoids much perplexity to the student of flower and 
fruit morphology. Frederick LeRoy Sargent. 

Notes. — Professor Jepson's Flora of Western Middle California 
(Berkeley, Cal, 1901, iv + 625 pp.), which covers a region already 
locally handled, is really an expression of the author's own success 
in a field recognition of species, and, as he is conscientious and has 
drawn up his descriptions from fre'sh material instead of compiling 
them or basing them on herbarium fragments, the book should be 
helpful. 

Dennert's Plant-life and Structure, translated from the German 
by Clara L. Skeat, forms one of the "Temple Primers," of which 
The Macmillan Company are the American publishers. It is easier 
to say why some books see the light than others. This little book 
belongs in the second category. 
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Dr. Robinson's latest " Contribution from the Gray Herbarium of 
Harvard University," constituting No. 26 of the current volume 
of Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, includes 
synopses of Melampodium and Nocca (or Lagascea), and a number 
of additions to the Mexican flora, chiefly in the genus Eupatorium. 

An enumeration of the plants known to grow on Mt. Rainier, by 
Piper, is published in Mazama for April. Flowering plants seem to 
disappear above 10,000 feet, at which elevation Smelowskia ova/is 
still occurs, and the timber line is at 6500 feet. 

A considerable part of Rhodora for June is given to articles on 
Mt. Katahdin and its botany. 

Fascicle 2 of the current volume of the Memoires de V Institut 
Egyptien is a contribution to the flora of Egypt, by E. Sicken- 
berger. Though the fascicle bears date 1901, the preface is dated 
January 31, 1895. 

Mr. J. M. Macouns's " List of the Plants of the Pribilof Islands," 
with notes on their distribution, has been reprinted from Part III 
of Jordan's Fur Seals and Fur-seal Islands of the North Pacific Ocean, 

A paper on new spermatophytes from Mexico and Central 
America, by M. L. Fernald, constitutes No. 27 of the current volume 
of Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

A thirteenth selection of new plants from Wyoming, by Aven 
Nelson, is published in the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club 
for April. 

The third of a numbered series of papers which Professor Sargent 
is publishing in the Botanical Gazette under the title " New or 
Little-known North American Trees," in the April number of that 
journal, adds a considerable number of species of Crataegus for the 
United States, and a new Alaskan Betula, and raises the California!! 
Cupressus Goveniana pygmaa to specific rank. 

The forms commonly referred to Ribes rubrum have been passed 
in review by Hedlund in recent numbers of Botaniska Notiser. 

The native plums form the subject of Bulletin No. 87 of the 
Wisconsin Experiment Station, by Professor Goff. 

A revision of thirty-five western and northern Antennarias of the 
plantaginifolia set, by Elias Nelson, has recently been separately 
distributed from the Proceedings of the United States National 
Museum. 
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Anatomical studies of Primulaceaj and Simarubeaa are contained 
in recent numbers of the Annates ties Sciences Naturelles. 

The Gardener's Chronicle for June 8 contains an illustrated article 
on the species of Platanus usually planted as street trees, etc. 

The morphology and anatomy of Aloineas is the subject of an 
illustrated paper by Hausen in the Verhandlungen des Botanischen 
Vereins der Provinz Brandenburg for 1900. 

The grasses of Iowa are considered at length as to their biology, 
chemical composition, etc., by Pammel, Weems, and Lamson- 
Scribner, in Bulletin No. 5./ of the Iowa Agricultural College. 

Professor Lamson-Scribner gives an account of some Arizona 
grasses — several of them described as new — in Circular No. 32 of 
the Division of Agrostology of the United States Department of 
Agriculture. 

A revised edition of Bulletin No. 17 of the Division of Agrostology 
of the United States Department of Agriculture (Professor Lamson- 
Scribner's " American Grasses, II ") has been issued from the 
Government press. 

Mr. C. L. Shear publishes some notes on Fournier's Mexican 
species and varieties of Bromus in the Bulletin of the Torrey Botani- 
cal Club for April. 

The coralloid rootlets of Cycas revoluta and their symbiosis are 
considered by A. C. Life in the Botanical Gazette for April. 

Professor Shimek contributes a paper on the pteridophytes of 
Iowa to the current volume of the Bulletin of the laboratories of 
natural history of the State University of Iowa. 

The eighty-two Alaskan Hepaticse noted in Professor Evans's paper 
on the representatives of this group collected by the Harriman Expe- 
dition are increased by the addition of three others collected by 
Professor Setchell, in a list of species published in Nos. 6, 7 of Zoe. 

A third series of preliminary diagnoses of new species of Laboul- 
beniaceae, by Dr. Thaxter, is issued as No. 23 of the current volume 
of Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

A convenient pocket host index for the commoner European para- 
sitic fungi, by Dr. Lindau, is published by Gebriider Borntraeger, of 
Berlin. 
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A revision of forty species of Hydnum, by H. J. Banker, appears 
in the April number of the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club. 

A report on the agricultural resources and capabilities of Hawaii, 
by Professor Stubbs, which constitutes Bulletin A r o. g§ of the Office 
of Experiment Stations of the United States Department of Agri- 
culture, contains reproductions of a number of excellent photographs 
of tropical plants and fruits. 

The cultivation and manufacture of tea in British India and 
Ceylon is the subject of No. 2 of the current volume of Beihefte zum 
Tropenpflanzer, published in Berlin. 

An illustrated article on breeding new wheats, at the Minnesota 
Experiment Station, is a prominent feature of The World's Work 
for May. 

The manufacture of sago is illustrated in Der Tropenpflanzer for 
May. 

" The Stock-poisoning Plants of Montana " is the title of an exten- 
sive illustrated paper by Chesnut and Wilcox, published as Bulletin 
No. 26 of the Division of Botany of the United States Department 
of Agriculture. 

The third volume of Meddelanden fraan Stockholms hb'gskolas bota- 
niska institut — an assembled series of papers by Professor Lagerheim 
and his associates — is especially interesting because of its myco- 
logical contents. 

An illustrated catalogue of the plants of the Alpine garden " La 
Linnaea," of Bourg-St.-Pierre, has recently been issued by the direc- 
tor, M. Correvon, of Geneva. 

An account of the botanic garden of the Czernowitz University, 
planted in 1877, is contained in the Festschrift of the recently 
celebrated quarter-centennial of the University. 

A short illustrated article on the botanic gardens of Malta is 
published in the Gardener's Chronicle for May 4. 

The Youth 's Companion, than which no more potent medium could 
be desired, has undertaken to aid in creating a national sentiment 
which shall eventually result in the universal beautifying of the 
grounds of the rural schools of the United States. 



